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8Y A/'///< k(
ed. bon"ea-! St' 4iaouased Rot only d.uring rhc - ed, Ca.rllell Tc,ll<_bww!r,!€ tb.rs verc ga.thercd, - roo]tr F:Eties, bcrs, restaw!,r-,ts,

tabloE - oyefJmrbele.

- We a.Ll a€reed. ilat ola.rently Str is jl1 a. b)n lEJr but, thad.go(dness, few !€oplo floru fr.tal_isilo obout it. Scmo poopie
I€.nted. lt to go baak to 1rl€.t it h{.s ten ye€.rs ago; ot}reri va,ntod.it to Elait gf,f Ln nEh. d.i-rections oLL c1rhm.co aierlents gom otlerfi€Ld.s 1]],ll.jjla 

- 
stll-l ret6.lnir.rg its o1,l?1 AistlJlctivc ossencc. Sti11

o Ehor6 ltcnteal to st L i!. 3 mj.dd-l. ro5d.

-. Nov r*6/ thl.s virtuauJI unhoord of lhononclllll of f..!ris
dj.sou.ssl.r)g 6F dver cl-most an crwjro Con ?

I thl-nk ltrs booo,u6o thoy.!ver,. u_ntijl l\l.rly roocntly.oortlgcrltivo\y occ.{)b"c€nt about gFr it 1re.s thore to tc rcai'o"nd.
oqlcyod. a-nd rec.d. o'itl c4joycd lt t,3-s - u1til : rlrnb r of trod.rra-Lolangcs odlbj.rrca to ff&L it ocr.so to bc (it}€r.

014 ooryia,oerlq/ ras sbo.:tored !,rhon ve rcalj^eod. thart there€,s nothi.ylg oqrenilJ. orlloyablc or f,ea.dE.blo l-11 nost moAe81
lEgazl-ne SF. l{er!.e $bla'ietl nd$f. So arc tho publish€c.s - thrysronrt gottir€ our El&po1.t @, noro Ltportrnt, ihc sugor.t ol -
Tno golpra_L roa.alor tdro obrdorsly focls o.s w_ ilo.

- .J'r goi-ng to t4r, tf itrs posslblo, r, 1atterq)t ar: a.re"lJreLe
or vrB.E,a lEong with clu-rcnt Sn.

DrAwLrE on pojnts rl!.Lscd on +l1( SAturdry of tl c Con. I
hight bc o.blo to piooc togctlrer sorc i.drc. of vh.!t D* poncd'to
nE&o Sr xhat it genar.rIj. fu todryr ej}l also discov€t rl4rt l5nootloil" tr1or a. l.or€ til44 lrd had ngr own 5aeae - alld. 11es s1E,rE:iisod
a$d 8l4d to eeo tlat otler pooplc h1d rBuoh tlre s:r.:nc ld.e.re - ieoole

evety-
urder



1t1co Artb\8 Tho&6on, Briaa Aldiss, licn Slaber, Ted C&rno11, Xrio
SentoLiffc, Tcd. Tribb, .ArohLc Uorocr c-]}i Rorr l,cnnctb. Uowcwr, .!l,e

dif,fored, on some .!ngl"cs - so d.onr t gci thc iryrcssion t!:at lrm
puttjrg votds jnto thc raoutlis of thc abovo pcoplo.

g4$_le, .lqo.Irg_ -Uith olr]'rcllt SA*1

I shoul-a so.y thc.t ono of thc rc."so:rs for ST cc.lsillg to
sr.tisry aurd stilllj-ktc as nb.rqr pooplo as it on.o Ai& fu bcca1lsc
publishcrs e.rc 1la.qr of introducing cloincnts into tho flield $hioh
Arc vj-I-Lu,!.l\ ncly'.nd urrtriJd. Bur fifst, l."r- :\r" tl\- ttrcc
goner.d- ca',rcgorics l,rhich I use ln dcoiairg holr Ir!1 going to reviolt
books a-!rA stoiLcs | -

1) Bools ctc. whlch donrt irrtorcst Ij]c .,t all - t/hich cre
moro t}En hnrC. to road c.1tL lrhicir lcl\v! nc borcd, 1,rith..

2) J,o t:s .tc. vhicl h1v- bcLr ri:l-',ri c.on (oI'tun good
..dvcnturc stuff) c.rrf. lc.lvc r.1o satisficd..

J) Books Jtc. v/hich l11vo bc,n 1'n-I-1-,\'rit. "n ^.bou1, rc..t
problcDs alril fu-r.'!.rLntr.1 tr!,t;rsr 1ld vhjch Ic1v- :.o
sbjll1l.]-Il.tedr 1,/D.1ti-ng rbro. Dooks vhichl fu1 fact, bavo
ooEtributcA in son6 concrrte r,,ErJa tc r-nt olrm oa!troer ns o.

'!,,f itcr^ cnd :0r o1\m eJ-.r 1s a huj-Ln bcing.

Sor4' ij th.t sour : protodioua.

Itoet sF today (in no.gozines) co::]cs into €'tcgory 1; .! ]-ot
r:Dtre oolros jrto qltogory 2; r, vory littlo cor.rcs into ce.togojiy J.
lt. -,r 1., ^-^.,-L

In lnglnlrd.
ldrioh ..r\) Boioncc

t}lerc are ntne aga.eines publish€d
T'l r+i ^b in ^^-+--+ vr u- . ..!'se
!1 ord€r of culrcnt poInrl-E.ri+irt

rogulnrl-1f

!^,\r."-sJ ,-ND SCTINCX FrClroN (2)

-.sroulDlc scII,\c.E f-c.rolr ('-2)

Gfi.1;ES SCIIjNCE FrCTfOl.l (j-2)

I.F SCIiJNCT FICTIO]I (r-2)

Id.L SCniX,Crr.l FfCtroN (1-2)

qnT_r\r.!n rrTnTTnN ( 1-r\

I lg-ve list€d r'.0r ovrm

tjrg6 a.gaiist tho$'
re"tLrlgs 4!e 1r41ore I! v€
lragazl-ne berrefit of the
gor cut of six trEgazj.n€s, five I
ooll]t ag meilioc!'e, on€ a.s
satisfl'llrg,



Eritish uagazlnes
coulEe, lurl by l,lovA nov!
Carnel-1r 6 eAltorship.
+hp raMr.i d*,

NETf \{@IDS

soInNcE Fltrl/sr

are all, of,
under Tea

?hese., f c!:"

(2)

(2-3)

SCS]CE FICTION .ADIEI{fl]RES (2)

Thusn itre obvious that
find. ihell a.LI satisfl"iig fcr tle
moat pe,rt, and otle is Eometillles
stijllllati-Bg.

If there nas apace hore to
s-DA\y6- SF of t€n ymrs o! Iess ago,
Ird. pr.babJy d.l-soover tba,t a. gr€ater
peroentage ras sti$ulatLng, al1 eyen
l,arger- peroent.rge sati-sfy-i-ng a.na vcry e of it url.

flp"tr s the positioo" No\Y uln" shoula ii bc ?

SpEloo travel [!rd. nay5r othcr lofi/ofs d"jscussod. Ln
fl.d6ion storLcs cre nol.r ooncrc)ce *].ot in tho rairld.e of riost peopLo. .6sTlnra, stcries of q)ace trsr,€l .!rd ruo1ear !o11,er a.re no 1ot€;r 7sesc4pisrhr ThF esc"lpistB (nde than 1"rcr d. reauy lilce to thlic) fl,r*therefore dohr t \aont to rco.d SF &nd they donrt 1,d!t]t to rrlte lt. Lry
Those storleB a$e ro longer about faots of tho futlrc - thcy .!ro
about faote of tlle p!'oscnt or cvcn of the past I So if you givo
your stoqr d f1-1tl.rc bac}ground or not, lt is 6tiu dc!,ltng with €!
oot*€oporary problelr ftra tirus oan be !a-:d.lcd, better j.n .r
contenqoE\4y sottiDg (N!jR14ES by de1 Rcy, ISm@n llAN by Uojne an8
cltAlll IIACTIoN by Hodacr l{ltLb$s). SF of ttuenty ye.rs x-goJ l-t
LE obvious ty ro|.a!€ thcsc books, is u,ldlsput$ble f.tot of todr:y.

Also, much of the good stuff jl| g! is lbt roeqy S! as lve
th!-trk of it; nIlr{r of the be6t lr'iters a"]|e not esscnt&{\a SF
rtriters. The nediocre rritcrs (m,rst of theilr these d.nys) a:-
d.ei.ljng lrith oontexpolL\xy lEobLens but llarenr t tha lalowl-edgot
intercst, jil$e or .lbLlity to present thase problets l1g.Li]-]st l!
oontcr&olrasy Ecttir€. thcy te"lce thc c.!sy 1Dy out &rd llll:itc tbcrn
q) ds 53, s1altj-ng thel-] e.t 1]1o SF f,Frkotj !.aLting jl rr sllck:
psoud.o-sophistLaa.ted Etyle vlrlch is so brittl-e lrbat it ontnblcs
urlacr the stFlin of seriou.s ro&d.iig, Thcy se1I then to eaitcrs
{r,:ar6' of vhon a,re &s conoevned. &s r'{E a3o about the stnte of SI)
'wl1o! to fill .! r.E go.zin€, talre lrba.t thelr can, hopji€ io get the
occe,si-ora1 good. stoty out of .L batch of cfud' Tho editcE:s laTB
Io6t uost of thej-r pot€ntlll]y good 1*'itcre to otbcr ficld.s 0!'
io pocL,et-bool3 5."rd. llarA-co1,'er lrovels. Tho ryrgnzilrB ercist -

Fc$cr ].Ila f-wor ro3rly good vrriters:.re oorri-lrg into tho
flold. Thos€ vho usoa SF as a 1,ehlc].e for ajrousslilAg T)ol.to.ilt t5



lrobLer4s cen, often a; not, discuss thcir problens in conterporarXr
fiction ci' fac". lleri,l}nls are bet:er ou'cside of thc ficld. The
r^^,t s.i6r.F- .. ^-r ^T e^i-_ *cc--averture lr-i , ..-. (-. SpI1 ir- d-.
CaJlp is a.r1 er{a.I{)Le) e,rc 'iriting gocd ilist oricel-€rdventE e tales cor
go d cori:c por1-I'y-adve-.11-.r - .1 ']-ow,-,!,y-- 11..s Der'roro,
inoreasing in othor fields all th ti-xlc, reliDin s'.lrbic 1riLhln lthe
SF field.

-i. felr of the gocd uriters contidtrc to "r,r.ito Sll cryN of sheer
love of ihe g"rrre (tt:n sqprj-s. d th.r: tlerc :r'. a i e\!. Lcr'j) aliiDugh
they l1ave prc-,red to us alrl io the g(:nerel publio that th.y aontt
neea the SF ve]lj-cle to turn o!1-; a ",ror;li\'rld1c nor/el. or shc::'i story.
J€Ljnes !1ish io the USli cnd lriar /,fdiss i: Fritajjr cl.e go.ci e:ra$trles
of dri,rers llrho stilf enjoy iffitar]! SI lnd }rh^, l;|outh rtJrtve
g.L-n ( r,!Lr. l1o - :.: I S ' lc, .:6 o.l -r fir". 1_.e,

'-^'r: .' _ir - d t._-rc
-re-t: a4l- -..: r-r: . ,i .d :

lriost of the s-uthors con"ribu":lng to ii:e SI. ff!:.,azi$es a-re
old €!]d tir:ed- - they bave cee"sea ;o be st-.irulnted bl- ti}: id€as
',rhey oace llgld .. ard i" seer.iE t hey lE"re :'.n jr€rbj_l iqr to tl.rilrlc q)
ncLr ideas r lil-ley're in a rut, nE-4, bu4 goca.

To risk the oritiois cf re"pee,tjlE rl-'rlf - ttrose .rlrc lrere
or,ce xrolr h readi4g, 'but ccrld only .,,n:iie SF, a"e no 1on!:er octdr€
q) -lriti1 fresh ide:.s; thosc ,;,rho l.,€rij sncc rro1-iL readir€, buii could
1lr'i1" -r'-iF LL- Sr' .i4rF :--. o! €r
fieldsr Tl'e tow vbo axe stil1 \i'rrth readLng ard are stjl,L ccddl€
tp rrdtil nelr' ideas al.e eitircr srt rlron tt- editors (largely because
of those editorst bosses - the llllisher-s) or can orly vrite a
sn-]1 .)- o nt o! be stuj- - ' . r_ -i''!r'
!uD.Lasl-tedt

Tle,trs the srtrEltion. I!c1 lilie to er]aafg€ on it sornetjale,
:lre b.s . rray lo ur Lhj . 'fiX. j-1 . oss. bl. , bL o 1'1r \ 'T L-g

ror"s. :-^ :. .

iiolr ce-rl:$f-bc s qn1,r:-at_ilgjS*"1*-l

f dcnrt tbj-nl.r perso'a1fy, tbri i-b cd-lr regain its fost ljfe
by goj-r - b.cblor-cs -d -co:r-.s.i- L 1r, h.,.,r. g-. --ryrn'r
the idea of SF Eoing back j.E pelr'ndo:cics-L-

i'tro. i'E L.e&s r,|ev atrDro.lches, nc"n'argles :ud fresh treo.tment,
and b|le:rir3,?1(lr.rd of ,l,riiir{ (e, s'caldarC- sc; by -the bcst of trc
culrcnt :!Lll ors) . u:' c . ti rr- 1"o 1i - t -.

lhere are tl"rc diirectior's j-1 .rihicl: SF ca1] go if it -r,rishes to
sl*nive - both iLj,rcctions alre foIlElfd, of co1-r]r:rc. Sone of it ce.n
becori€ a.dventurc fictio, (rhe ':id TeaL TLibtr @ri 1,f ite so ri.ell) clrl
<^mp ^n i n r.^,1 ,.a v i,l^ n fn. r.+.1! - ] ,i a.irr --r --
. + ir.. q. r .-Ee t- . r. ...L .:\rL f_c ,j.. n (. : id
ori-e.r Aloi-s i-;jl -4: .rr:e ., r.;-f -T---r . Sr,]tes-f dr.n rldr]k

^ 
of ri'? .,-ibLr e - 1}1r ,f ' f lLb 'd sl ftr -.Ld:. s ('lL oufl

l^ o"ll. o! oorlcs , h:Lv. d.i.-','L'r,lcj ! . o? ". ', lp!.o:!cr '1c,)ll



Soino of tiuj bcst ,.f the recent Sl ]rublisLld (eiihr inragariib for-Ir or book forrr - jntcrestjjrgly iile usr_r:,117- both i.1r
'!he 1or€ run) bc-fj dca1" to so]re e:,4ent 1ritt1 thcotog,.. A Cttst:
0? C0-SC1- Cj . L: sf, for '-r-efr'1c , J'..S L/_:.C-D b_/ .d.:s. -.
C/{iIICLE FoR LniBoltlITZ by Liffcr, .. nrb". o; thu vi-I.urjE"ltJr ort-ftogcth.r urhenrd of nerri 1..1.itcrs r^rc jntcrcstc( in tl]cologico,l
SF thches. I c-r'it otro, c-rd 1i,ro of tXr ciose fricnas aru othi:,s.I l!1"; nct :torc, fho ficlci of fu.-1 theofos. is etilf vrry
fresh a!r.l ." grcat d.a1 of good S!. couLcl (le:.!l vrith it,

llo r: snlt for:8.: tantasy. ,', grcct ::lr-q,- of clrr bcst
nnglish -Li'.cra4r figur(rs \.nritd sir.-ight or bo:.c1erline fantnsy a
I tl t!..-. Vit-i-.Co.A_r€, : .r-,':. . , ..clna- tn...c .
".R*R. lollr.j-. 1n::,r,1) ott -r. (o i r, -'.r n :^t o, ui:- :..r:rit

Therc is r.o nced to dcscr.ibc .l6-r,-.nijr.rf'c-f:!nt:,sy or
ilavcnturc-scicncc-llictlon hcrc. ii.rc t:luet :."1f b.-rc rc.d it .,t
sonc i j:ne. gut i,clvcntrrc i:ust bc gora .r.1yc!t1'.Ic , its st..&I.-rds
:rrlst Lc trigL. rdvcnburc (prrc r::ro-li.cn) ;tr'r"st h:!vc its plnce;
but I fcel tl'ylt th norc sc:rious aptrr:ccjjr-t.rfs oJ Sf 1nill fijyl
-_ to i .r.-r r:.:t i ' :,cor.. '.-.oo.1 (. , o, or-r" , crn

it j..-: Lrc. .L o-:s t o , .,-). ,uc .. ,tr, _ toJ boc' .

Cut of thc ::.,grzir:Lcs, I o-,r'r s;. ho])c i'r cnl,Jr jlo1e. of thcl]"
Ibcc of thosc folf..rc ,,ritish - ttlc ct''ejr is !&Sl if it:r,r...gcs
to gct otr'" of th r.,tlicr bri:tlc rrt it is c-,r.rlnilir in.

lf t .i-or. o. -h . .. - :i .- \.j . '.o . l^n i pro.. i d' jrpuol:c.I o'rs -1 o_'Ll. l-. , l.) c._r ' ?cl t r:r-'
t res.f I SF .!11 

"l]e 
t ji.L. Scri.rlinL fant.rsy, s.rious occdt

f:Lnta.6y (soilcthi::\q fi1.c th l:ir{ oi stuif CL.irles :li.lli.Is tric.L
to l"rite), s.,titc .Li1i - iros ' erirn Srr cu-l reter-ns (-LlLl,ou-h il-resa
-lo'-b c. lIrt-.o'.r':- - -l . .-.. o - b-L--l---.
1- ottg '.ri' th ' j. eu,fr. ., 11- ', r : f j .' I f
Sf. il.. . LI . .j . r. r'. d.i i... _.rj r.- r'L:.: .1 ic , 1c.1. r,

shol:lcl be l'l)riir r(,:,airg. Sforr\,' ihsc ..ljjtcrs gho_.rli cncourago
no; odJr cstlblishcd Gcliings, Lc1fisrs r..rra Pc..l:cs ilto iheji.
r':!de - but r31.r (:ll.'. goccl.) rrrit.i?s oJ tl1c sri -! c.l|csorXr, S]-.ftrry
thcsc caitors shculd st.cr tl:c: r oijl Dn to S!. ir.rci.s i\nrl cncour&gc
thn to ,/o"itc th. Durc stutlll. llc :,b.:,fjr Lr:LVc 'cL{i s t .rrc'rlrrr,s
s r b. tl.. 1r'it i'. f :. :.,. , -. l:l sh, .f ... : lc.) "o L:.
dot Bugracstj-ng tl:. j-r{ossibf e.

.'k?
C.lT)bcll r'irE - but C.rDbclf l]|,s
qonc.!s I'.r i\s ne cr.n IDLI'j]3I)S
toc it\r ,,,,ritL i!STOUIDI1G) .rr1 rrc
r:rcef. ncw Car-pbe11s !.rho tr.lvc ha,

7I



rdtth llowc'Cri4)be]l.s. Tli-s, Ietls faoe it, is the wy of tb!€sr
e a1n th$1k Ca.rpbeljL for cror.tlig the Elterea oLj.r:T!te, now a,B

r$st forget the clj;nte vhioh c.tused Ccr4)beLI to do xll!1t he did
s.nai wcck urlcler the cord.itions ho 1u.6 x!!Ae G:ralcj:rg nev oorx_iitiols
for l,ho66 who wjll fo11ov r.l5). This j-.s che only ll,|\r iJt wtr.ich
litentul^e c.s 1vhole c.rn @nti1uc 'Eo livc .frrlly with 1/:i.ri-litJt
cJd, scopo.

:.--0. of t\ese co: !.rLnts, cou.Id, T':, ccrb.!i-n, appl.y bo thB
osrent stagiation of litcrriturc hel€, jlr. the Sb,tes a,nrl j-3r Star1oe.
As j-n SF, thcre is stj-ll gooa rriiltrg bej.q pl$L:ished. - bu! rot
onough ! Poetry, tE,j.rltir€, plaJ,nl?itjng - Ltrs the sErne ln iltose
field.s o,Lso.

fhe British Soiei&e liction i'ssoejation !}:\Jr ploy an
lreort.lnt ]!1rt tn helpj.r€ to establish the ne1.. clirate drd rBtna
of its ric$bers feel tlot thls is so. Ild c..lvise .l{4 of you to
Jola, if J'ou bavenr t al-rec..1y c.]o!l,3 so. Yourl1 be sq4)ortlng
sornethir€ 1,lc*:tt,,i.rile - as you!11 dj.scoTer.

...,..idike }loorcock.

I l/!t:


